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THE SUBJECT: 

EMBODIED, EMBEDDED, BUT NOT EXTENDED 

The article attempts to characterize the subject of cognition from 

the viewpoint of a quite influential situated and embodied cognition 

research program in cognitive science. On this approach, the subject 
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should be described as embodied and embedded in his environment. 

In addition, this work also deals with the hypothesis of extended 

mind put forward by philosophers A. Clark and D. Chalmers and 

oftentimes associated with the situated cognition movement. This 

hypothesis entails that the subject can be extended into the world 

with the help of various intellectual artefacts like notebooks and 

mobile computers. The author discusses main theoretical problems 

of this hypothesis and concludes that it offers an untenable way of 

studying the relation between human cognition and intellectual arte-

facts. The author argues that the classical cultural-historical theory 

of L.S. Vygotsky and more recent idea of scaffolded cognition 

could provide a more correct way to understand the mind-artefact 

relationship. Finally, the work shortly explores the relation between 

a standard biological approach to memory and an externalist con-

ception of the world as an outside memory. The author points out 

that these apparently opposite views of memory are not contradic-

tory and thus can be integrated into a coherent perspective on the 

nature and evolution of intelligence. 

Keywords: subject, artefacts, memory, situated and embodied cog-

nition, hypothesis of extended mind, cultural-historical psychol-

ogy. 
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